
PSYCHOLOGY 
Year 10 

Developmental psychology covers the 
development of the brain and theories of 
cognitive development from Piaget, Dweck and 
Willingham. The key research studies are by 
Piaget (1952) and Blackwell et al. (2007) 
 
Research methods is embedded within the 
topic. 

Criminal psychology considers why people 
turn to crime, including biological and social 
explanations, as well as how we punish and 
rehabilitate them. The key research studies are 
by Cooper and Mackie (1986) and Heaven 
(1996). 
 
Research methods is embedded within the 
topic. 

Psychological problems examines what we 
mean by mental health and looks in detail at 
schizophrenia and depression, including 
explanations and treatments. The key research 
studies are by Daniel et al. (1991) and Tandoc 
et al. (2015) 
 
Research methods is embedded within the 
topic. 

Assessment: end of topic test on 
developmental psychology 

Assessment: end of topic test on criminal 
psychology 

Assessment: end of year exam consisting of a 
Unit 1 paper covering all Year 10 content 

Year 11 
Social influence explores conformity, 
collective and crowd behaviour, and 
obedience, looking at both dispositional and 
situational explanations. The key research 
studies are by Bickman (1974) and NatCen 
(2011). 
 
Sleep and dreaming includes the functions, 
features and benefits of sleep, biological and 
Freudian theories of dreaming, and insomnia. 
The key research studies are by Freud (1918) 
and Williams et al. (1992)  
 
Research methods is embedded within the 
topic. 

Memory introduces theories of memory, along 
with what can cause forgetting and amnesia. 
The key research studies are by Wilson et al. 
(2008) and Braun et al. (2002) 
 
Research methods is embedded within the 
topic. 

Revision 

Assessment: post 16 exam on content to date 
(Year 10 topics, plus social influence) and end 
of topic test on sleep and dreaming 

Assessment: Unit 2 mock exam on all Year 11 
topics and research methods 

Assessment Unit 1 mock exam prior to final 
exams 

 


